Date

RE: Amendment to Child Custody and Reform Act, S659, A3252
Hon.____________________________

Contact Information

Dear [Assemblyperson][Senator]:

I am writing to you on behalf of the New York State Dispute Resolution Association (NYSDRA), a professional membership organization committed to quality conflict management and peaceful dispute resolution.   We are respectfully urging you to support an important legislative initiative that would afford divorcing or separating parents the opportunity to address their issues through mediation before engaging in financially and emotionally taxing litigation.  

The Child Custody Reform Act (CCRA), sponsored by Senator William J. Larkin, Jr. (S659) and Assemblyman Mark Weprin (A3252), would amend the Domestic Relations Law by enabling judges to refer suitable child custody and support matters to a mediation information session, where the parties would learn about the mediation process and, if they so choose, voluntarily engage in that process.  Under the CCRA, the assigned judge would be required to screen for domestic violence prior any referral.  A position paper with additional details can be found on NYSDRA’s website.

Our agency and our members deal on an almost daily basis with divorce and separation matters, many involving parents of minor children.  Far too often, the adversarial nature of adjudication places these children in the middle of a “tug of war” which no child should have to endure.  While both parents usually love and care for their children, the insecurity associated with litigation many times makes it difficult, if not impossible for them to truly work together.  

Mediation is a voluntary process which focuses on the common interests of parents, such as a mutual love for their children, rather than on combative legal positions.  Enactment of the CCRA would directly benefit the judicial system, parents going through the divorce/separation process and, most importantly, children who are innocent victims of unnecessary court battles.
Thank you for thoughtfully considering our request.

Sincerely,

_______________________________

cc: Hon. William J. Larkin, Jr., 612 LOB, Albany, NY, 12247
      Hon. Mark Weprin, 626 LOB, Albany, NY, 12248
      John DeFrancisco, Senate Chair, Judiciary Committee, 307 LOB, Albany, NY, 12247

      Hon. Helene E. Weinstein, Assembly Chair, Judiciary Committee, 831 LOB, Albany, NY, 12248
      Liz Kruger, Chair, Senate Ctte on Social Services Children & Families, 302 LOB, Albany, NY, 12247

      Keith Wright, Assembly Chair, Social Services Committee, 749 LOB, Albany, NY, 12248

      William Scarborough, Assembly Chair, Committee for Children & Families, 622 LOB, Albany, NY, 12248
      Owen Johnson, Chair, Senate Finance Committee, 913 LOB, Albany, NY, 12247

      Herman Farrell, Chair, Assembly Ways & Means, 923 LOB, Albany, NY, 12248

      NYSDRA, 255 River Street, Troy, NY, 12180
